
30th anniversary Speech by Martyniak 
Final wrap up thoughts 

 

INTRO: 
 

Good evening and thank you so much for joining us as we celebrate the 
30th anniversary of this wonderful building and all the people who have 
worked in it. My name is Cathy Martyniak and I am the third Director of the 
Southern Regional Library Facility. The SRLF, along with its sister facility 
the NRLF, have been serving the University of California libraries for 
decades. As of today, the RLFs store, preserve and make almost 14 million 
items available to patrons in California, the US and across the globe just as 
the original planners intended almost 40 years ago. 
 

So glad you are here tonight to help us celebrate this significant 
anniversary and perhaps learn a bit more about the RLFs.   While you are 
here, I hope you have time to examine the exhibit cases on the far wall, 
watch the slideshow while waiting to get a drink, and please check out the 
video in the lobby. It’s excellent.  
 

We hope to keep this portion of the evening brief so that you have more 
time to explore, so I will introduce all three of our next speakers together. 
First, Ginny Steel the UCLA University Librarian will give us some of her 
thoughts on the value provided to the UC Libraries by the RLFs and then 
Claire Bellanti and Colleen Carlton, the first and second Directors of the 
SRLF, will discuss a bit of the history of the facility.  
 

2nd speech (3 mins)  
Thank you ladies. We have heard Ginny, Claire and Colleen share with us 
some of their thoughts on the history of the SRLF and the role of the facility 
now. I would like to briefly share my hopes and dreams for the future of this 
fine building, the amazing RLF collection and the fantastic people in this 
room. 
 

Dreams for the next 5 to 10 years at the RLFs include: 
 

 Continuing to work with Erik Mitchell, Director of the NRLF and his 
staff to increase collaboration between our 2 facilities under the “1 
RLF 2 locations” philosophy.   



 I hope that the RLF staff will play a central role in the process 
whereby the UCs investigate creating a shared catalog at the 
systemwide level. 

 I plan to support the professional development of young members of 
the SRLF community like our three newest staff member, Tiffany 
May, Ruben Galimba and Rhett Ariston.  

 I envision us validating and disclosing even more of our collection as 
a nationwide system of shared print repositories is established.  

 We will continue to produce high quality digital images for the UC 
libraries and the LA community in our Imaging Services unit.   

 We will preserve our collections by keeping the facility in tip top 
shape.   

 And finally we will explore new options for delivering materials 
wherever and whenever our patrons need them. 

 

Right off the bat, I know this sounds like a lot but we have some really 
amazing people and significant resources within the UCs so I know we are 
going to do some amazing things.   
 

I want all of this and more as I look out over the next 5 to 10 years at the 
RLFs. Its pretty exciting to think about all the wonderful things we will 
accomplish over the next 30 years.  
 

As I wrap up, I wanted to take a minute to say a few thank you’s for this 
lovely event. 
 

 First off, the SRLF 30th anniversary planning committee put in a 
tremendous amount of  hard work on the exhibit cases, invitations, 
the timeline, tours, tech support, so please join me in giving a big 
hand to Dave Scholl, Ruben Galimba, Jon Edmondson, Edwin 
Dagdagan, Claire Bellanti, Karen May,  Colleen Carlton, 
Chris  Barone and Matt Smith.  

 Also like to say thanks to Suzy Lee, Kathy Brown and the UCLA 
Development office for their guidance on planning this event. I could 
not have done it without them.  

 Special shout out to my partner in crime, Erik Mitchell and the NRLF 
for all their help and support  

 My local admin team of Ginny Steele, Sharon Farb, Angela Riggio 
and, starting today, Alison Scott 



 Finally, a special thanks to Claire and Colleen for building such an 
awesome facility and staff. You two are simply amazing.  

 

One last thing on the agenda before we are done with this portion of the 
evening.  
 

This event is a wonderful opportunity to take a few photos. WGiven how 
busy we all are, it is fairly difficult to get this many UC Library people 
together in one spot. So, we are going to take 4 quick pictures, I am trying 
to make this fun by taking them by decade.  For instance, all people who 
worked at or worked WITH the SRLF in the 1980s are going to come stand 
here, take a picture, next decade, etc.   
 

If you did not work at or with the SRLF in a certain decade, please feel free 
to step out of the picture.  
 

After this, you will to free to go or please stay for the 2nd round of tours 
which are starting right after the pictures.  
 


