
SRLF 30th Anniversary: Looking Back 

(Claire) 

Good evening, I am Claire Bellanti, the first Director of the SRLF. It is such a delight to see so 

many familiar faces here today.  Thank you all for coming and joining in the celebration for the 

30th Anniversary of the SRLF.  Colleen and I are going to take a few minutes to look back at our 

history.   

The SRLF was conceived of and described in the 1977 Salmon Report as one of two regional 

storage facilities to house library collections for the nine UC campuses.  At the time, the UC 

libraries were filling up with books in part because of the great academic publishing boom of 

the second half of the 20th century, and they were rapidly running out of room.  The storage 

facilities were part of an overall plan to gain funding from the state legislature and support 

from the University for collections, space and automation in the university libraries.   

(And in the audience today is Richard King, an analyst from the Office of President, who helped 

produce the Salmon Report.)  

Construction of the SRLF began in Fall 1985, and staff moved into the new facility in August two 

years later.   At the same time, the UCLA Library building its own integrated online system 

known as ORION to support acquisitions, cataloging, and circulation services.   The early success 

of the SRLF was dependent upon ORION and the support we received from UCLA Library in 

developing unique programs for managing off-site storage, inventory and circulation of library 

holdings.  

In 1987, the first deposits to arrive at SRLF were from UCLA.  Over a seven month period, 

600,000 items were moved from the Stack Annex, located near LAX, to the SRLF, where they 

were shelved unprocessed in call number order.  It would take several years and countless 

hours of staff time to complete the processing of this backlog.   In January of 1988, public 

services were launched.  

In May of 1988, the building was officially dedicated and the new ORION programming 

completed.  Led by UC Irvine, deposits started from all the southern campuses.  In the first 

three years of operation, the SRLF received 1.6 million volumes.  

By 1991 staffing at the SRLF had stabilized at 21.5 career staff and 20+ student assistants.  At 

the rate of 300,000 items deposited per year, the shelves quickly filled and, and planning began 

in earnest for Phase 2.  Design architect Franklin Israel and Executive architects Leidenfrost & 

Horowitz completed schematic drawings for Phase 2.  Construction began in July 1994.  With 



completion of Phase 2 in January 1996, SRLF capacity had expanded from 3.4 million to 6.9 

million volumes.  

Preservation Microfilming Service was moved from the UCLA Library to new workspace at the 

SRLF six months later.   

In 1999 the RLFs and UC Libraries launched desktop document delivery to expedite ILL, which 

involved scanning articles and chapters for direct delivery to UC users. This service was 

expanded to all ILL requests when SRLF established its OCLC symbol and became a direct lender 

to OCLC member libraries. 

In 2002, University Librarian Gloria Werner proposed construction of the UCLA Library 

Conservation Lab, to be funded by UCLA and housed at the SRLF.  Construction was completed 

a year later and Conservator Kristen St. John hired.  By 2006 the Lab had outgrown its space at 

SRLF and eventually found much larger quarters at UCLA’s Kinross Building in 2007, and now I 

understand they have moved yet again, back on campus to Powell Library.  

That is the history of the SRLF in the 20th century; now Colleen will continue the story.   

 


